

















Mandan weapons and
tools, including war
clubs (top and bottom),

a roach spreader, an elk
antler flesher, and an
elk antler bow made
by Wounded Face.
The dark splotch
on the right
is red vermil-
lion pigment,
a highly prized
trade good
which was used
to color objects
such as these.

would find a unified and open system waiting for them at
Knife River. Finally, it is clear that Lewis and Clark needed
more time in the Knife River villages to develop a realistic
sense of the demands and needs of the people they had

been sent to woo. Time, however, was not on their side. As
winter began to release its icy grip on the northern plains
and the caprains looked forward to the continuation of
their journey west, it must have been with a mixed sense of
accomplishment and failure.
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