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After we were gone, Mother took a homestead adjoining Medora.

It was on her mind that the children of the community had no
church school. So she gathered them together, regardless of creed,
and on Sundays in one corner of the dining-room of the Rough Rider’s
Hotel she would read them a Bible story and teach them to say a
prayer. She took a collection of their pennies or nickels, and with that
money sent away for Sunday-School papers for them to read.

By and by Mother moved from Medora. When she had saved
some money and had inherited some, she built a lovely home for herself
in a good location in Dickinson. There she lived for years. She rented
rooms, and had things nice for herself. One of her enjoyments was her
yard. She had pleasure in her flowers and her houseplants, and she
never got over the wonder of having lights and city water.

She loved to recall the experiences and the people of her early
Medora days, and it was always a great moment for her, as for the
other Dakota Associates of your father, to see him on those occasions
when he returned, and there was a chance to greet him again. To them
it wasn’t just the thrill of secing the President. It was also the joy of
meeting an old friend once more.

On one of those occasions 1 remember how he put his hand on
Mother’s shoulder and said with a smile, “Mrs. Roberts used to try to
feed me buttermilk. 1 didn't like buttermilk, but 1 did like Mrs.
Roberts.”

After she was 80, Mother begun to weaken. She said, "1 have no
aches nor pains. 1 am just tired.”

She would not willingly go to a hospital. IHer doctor neighbor
advised letting her have her own way about that.

I was with her when, at 85, she slipped quietly away.

She had all her business arranged and her affairs in order.

Mother's picture hangs in the Liberty Memorial Building in
Bismarck. Close to her grave in the Dickinson Cemetery is a cedar from
the Badlands she loved so much.
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